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TANF is a necessary and important program 

that will give families who are struggling a 
hand-up, not a hand-out. I wish I could vote to 
reauthorize it today. But I cannot support a 
baseless partisan measure targeting flexibility 
for the states to improve this program. As 
President Clinton said, ‘‘The requirement was 
for more work, not less.’’ 

I urge my colleagues to reject this nakedly 
political legislation. Let’s do the business of 
the American people in an honest, thoughtful, 
and proper way. I would remind my Repub-
lican colleagues that you are entitled to your 
own opinion, but you are not entitled to your 
own facts. The facts are that the Administra-
tion’s proposal would increase work require-
ments and increase the ability of Americans to 
get back to work. 
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THE INTRODUCTION OF THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA LOCAL 
FUNDS CONTINUATION ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 14, 2013 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
offer the District of Columbia Local Funds 
Continuation Act, to permanently protect both 
the more than 600,000 residents of the District 
of Columbia and the federal government from 
an unintended catastrophe in any future fed-
eral government shutdown. The bill would 
allow the District government to spend its local 
funds at the start of a fiscal year if Congress 
has not approved the District’s local budget by 
such time, thereby avoiding a District govern-
ment shutdown if the federal government 
shuts down. Although the District government 
raises and manages an $8 billion local budget, 
Congress technically appropriates these local 
funds back to the District government, a hold-
over and throwback to the pre-home-rule pe-
riod. Several years ago, Republican appropri-
ators and I reached a bipartisan agreement to 
approve the District government’s local budget 
in continuing resolutions (CRs), allowing the 
District government to spend at next year’s 
level, if the District government’s regular ap-
propriations bill has not been signed into law 
by the start of a fiscal year. We are grateful 
that this agreement has held through Demo-
cratic and Republican congresses and admin-
istrations. This agreement has enabled District 
officials to operate complex, big-city functions 
more effectively than during the many years 
when the city’s local budget was only ap-
proved by Congress months after the start of 
a fiscal year. 

However, last Congress, we saw the limits 
of even this helpful agreement when the fed-
eral government almost shut down on multiple 
occasions. While Congress appears poised to 
pass legislation to keep the federal govern-
ment open for the remainder of fiscal year 
2013 by acting before the expiration on March 
27 of the CR that is keeping the federal gov-
ernment (and therefore the District govern-
ment) open, the D.C. government should 
never have to wonder whether it will be shut 
down. If the District government shuts down, it 
could default under certain financing agree-
ments and leases. When Congress cannot 
reach agreement on regular appropriations 
bills, it often operates under successive CRs 

to avoid a federal government shutdown. How-
ever, successive CRs greatly hinder the oper-
ations of the District government. Not only do 
they make it difficult for the city to plan its ac-
tivities for the year, successive CRs greatly in-
crease the city’s costs of doing business. The 
city’s partners, from Wall Street to small ven-
dors, may charge it a risk premium due to the 
uncertainty created by successive CRs. 

Disputes over the federal budget have noth-
ing to do with the District government’s local 
funds. I do not believe that any member of 
Congress wants to shut down the D.C. gov-
ernment and bring a large, complicated city to 
its knees due to a purely federal matter. More-
over, D.C. residents are not alone in relying 
on vital District government services. Federal 
officials, including the President, federal build-
ings, foreign embassies and dignitaries, and 
businesses rely daily on the city’s services, as 
well. 

A bipartisan consensus on preventing D.C. 
government shutdowns emerged last Con-
gress. President Obama included a provision 
in his fiscal year 2013 budget that would per-
manently authorize D.C. to spend its local 
funds if the federal government shut down. 
The Senate Appropriations Committee-ap-
proved fiscal year 2013 Financial Services and 
General Government Appropriations bill in-
cluded the shutdown-avoidance provision. Al-
though the House bill did not include the provi-
sion, the Republican-led committee’s report 
accompanying the bill acknowledged that the 
District government would face considerable 
hardships if it had to shut down due to a fed-
eral government shutdown, and encouraged 
the passage of legislation to avoid D.C. gov-
ernment shutdowns. 

We continue to work to pass a budget au-
tonomy bill, which would free the District gov-
ernment’s local budget from congressional ap-
proval, and is, of course, the best long-term 
solution. There is also increasing bipartisan 
support for budget autonomy. President 
Obama has indicated his support for budget 
autonomy, as have House Majority Leader 
ERIC CANTOR, Representative DARRELL ISSA, 
Chairman of the Oversight and Government 
Reform Committee, which has jurisdiction over 
D.C., Senator SUSAN COLLINS and Virginia 
Governor Bob McDonnell. 

It is time we remove the District government 
and the multiple, unintended consequences of 
a District government shutdown from federal 
government shutdown fights. I urge my col-
leagues to support the bill. 
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HONORING FREDERICK KARL 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 14, 2013 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and accomplishments 
of Mr. Frederick Karl. His extensive contribu-
tions to numerous private and public agencies, 
including all levels of government in Florida, 
have left an unforgettable legacy for commu-
nity leaders across the country to learn from 
and follow. 

Mr. Karl was born in Daytona, Florida, 
where he attended high school and was voted 
‘‘Most Personal’’ by his senior class. He was 
born into the Great Depression, but also born 

into a family of public service; his mother, 
Mary, was a public school teacher who later 
founded a vocational school, now Daytona 
State College. She was inducted into the Flor-
ida Women’s Hall of Fame in 2011. 

The attack on Pearl Harbor compelled Mr. 
Karl to join the U.S. Army in 1942 and he was 
commissioned as a lieutenant at age 18. After 
fighting throughout Europe, he came home at 
the end of World War II, bearing the silver and 
bronze stars for valor and a Purple Heart for 
injuries he sustained from German shrapnel 
during the Battle of the Bulge. Upon his return, 
he pursued higher education and earned a law 
degree from Stetson University. He started a 
distinguished career practicing law. 

By 1956, Mr. Karl’s calling for public service 
steered him towards politics. He was elected 
to the Florida House of Representatives, 
where he served for eight years. His devotion 
to fairness and high ethical standards earned 
him the reputation as ‘‘Conscience of the 
House’’—this would become his legacy. 

Serving as a state representative was the 
beginning of a long career in public service for 
Mr. Karl. After a run for the Governor’s office, 
beginning in 1968, he spent four years in the 
state Senate. He presided over the trials of 52 
officials suspended by the Governor, estab-
lishing a Rules for Suspension and Removal 
of Public Service from Office. In 1974, he was 
named Florida’s first public counsel, a lawyer 
who argues for citizens on utility rate cases 
before the Florida Public Service Commission. 
In 1976, he became the last state Supreme 
Court Justice to be elected by Florida voters. 

In between service at the state level, Mr. 
Karl also contributed to his local community, 
as attorney for the Volusia County School Dis-
trict, and the Cities of Daytona Beach and 
Ormand Beach. 

In 1984, Mr. Karl’s stature was called upon 
after ethics and creditability rocked 
Hillsborough County government following the 
arrest of several commissioners on bribery 
charges. Mr. Karl soon became Hillsborough 
County administrator, where he was known for 
his keen balance of thoughtfulness and deci-
siveness. He helped establish a new health 
care plan that integrated social services to 
provide a link to the various problems and 
challenges faced by indigent residents. The 
program has since been acclaimed nationally 
and served as a model for communities 
across the country. As a proponent of fair-
ness, he took the lead on establishing diver-
sity within county government, naming special 
officers that would ensure inclusion at all lev-
els of government, from hiring, to procurement 
to leadership. 

Today, a 28-story building where most 
Hillsborough County government business is 
conducted bears Mr. Karl’s name. Capitalizing 
on the real estate recession of the early 
1990s, he engineered the purchase of the 
building to bring together more than 1,700 em-
ployees and more than 30 county departments 
and agencies under one roof, saving tax-
payers money and increasing customer con-
venience for those seeking multiple services 
from their county government. 

Even after more than 50 years of dedica-
tion, Mr. Karl left Hillsborough County and 
continued sharing his wisdom and leadership. 
He served as president of Tampa General 
Hospital, lead attorney for the City of Tampa 
and a consultant for Poe Financial Group in 
Tampa as well as the Tampa-Hillsborough 
County Expressway Authority. 
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